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Felting in a Washing Machine

Felting can be done in a top-load, front-load, or portable
washing machine. The process can take as little as 5 minutes
or as long as 45 minutes, depending on the properties of the
swatch or project, the action of the machine, and the desired
result.

FELTING HANDKNITS IN TOP- AND FRONT-LOAD
MACHINES: In my experience, front-load machines create
softer pieces of felted fabric than top-load machines and take
longer to complete the felting process. This is because the
agitation cycle rotates more slowly in a front-load machine
and is more gentle on your knitting. If you are using a front-
load machine, check your manual to make sure you have an
interrupt setting so that you can stop the machine to check
the progress of your felting and then reset the wash cycle,

as necessary. If your machine does not have an interrupt
setting, you'll need to use a different machine.
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1. Choose detergent and set washing machine to the
following settings: hot water, lowest water level possible
(you may not have a choice if you're using a frontload
machine), highest agitation level possible

2. Fill the machine’s tub with water. Add approximately 1
tablespoon of detergent.

3. Place your project into the machine and begin the
wash cycle. To speed up the felting process by increasing
friction, include a pair of clean jeans, tennis shoes, or
tennis balls with the project to be felted. Do not use bath
towels! Towels create lint that will felt into your project.

4. Approximately every 3 to 5 minutes, check on the
felting progress by removing your project from the
washing machine, gently squeezing it to remove excess
moisture, and assessing how close it is to the desired size
and texture. If necessary, return the project to the machine,
resetting the wash cycle. Repeat this process until your
project is felted as desired.

Your project is the most unstable at the beginning of the
felting process. As you check on your work (especially at
the beginning when it is still fairly loose and shapeless),
make sure that pockets, handles, or other elements are not
becoming tangled or sticking to each other in places where
they are not meant to. If caught early enough, you can
gently pull apart areas that have begun to felt together.

5. Once your project is felted to your satisfaction, remove
it from the machine and rinse it in the sink with lukewarm
to cool water. Roll project in a bath towel to remove excess
water. Reshape project if necessary and air-dry on sweater
rack. If you don’t have a sweater rack, which allows air

to circulate on all sides and speeds up the drying process,
place project on a folded bath towel to dry.
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Although some people run their felted work through the rinse
cycle of the washing machine and /or in the dryer, I do not
recommend either because these steps can create permanent
creases and/or alter the finished shape of the project.
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